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This year is flying by! We have completed our first nine weeks and report cards will be sent home with your student on Friday. I 
enjoyed meeting with most of you during Parent/ Teacher conferences. If anyone was unable to attend and would like to schedule 
a conference, please email me and we will get it set up. 
 
On October 31, we will have a day full of fun, educational games and activities. If you would like to send in a snack for the class, 
we would all greatly appreciate it. Please remember the rule for items entering the classroom. They must be store bought, in their 
original packaging with an ingredient label. Great ideas to send in…  
● candy  
● cupcakes  
● cookies 
 ● chips  
● goldfish 
 
Absent/Late Work  
When a student is out sick, please contact me via email or call the office by 9:30 am, if you would like to pick up any written work 
that afternoon. If not, students will be given missed written assignments when they return to school. I ask that students take no 
more than 3 days to complete missed work. The kids and I have begun a routine using Google Classroom, and we are all loving this 
digital format for assignments! If your child is absent and has access to a home computer, tablet, or cell phone they can log in to 
their Google Classroom account, see what the class is doing that day, and complete activities they feel up to. This will help keep 
them from falling behind once they return to class. I will not have planned homework other than study, review, and read. 
However, if a student fails to complete in class assignments in the time allotted, he may be asked to complete it for homework. If 
a student forgets an assignment, they will be asked to use their free time in the morning, at the end of the day, or during Fun 
Friday to complete it. 
 
Snacks  
We eat lunch at 12:45, so the students often get hungry between 9am when breakfast ends and our late lunch. Please remember 
to send your child with a healthy snack each day. It is IMPERATIVE that no food containing peanuts or peanut oil be brought to 
school. We do have students with severe allergies and their health could be compromised if these guidelines are not followed. 
Here are a few ideas: Fruit roll-ups, fruit by the foot, fruit gummies Graham crackers or other crackers Dried cranberry or other 
dried fruit snacks (NOT TRAIL MIXES) Yogurt Goldfish Fruit/ veggies String Cheese 
 
Birthdays  
We LOVE to help celebrate your child’s birthday here at school. If you would like to bring in cupcakes or treats, please try to give 
me 2 days notice so that I can set aside a time to celebrate with the class. Treats must be store bought, peanut free, and mindful 
of allergies and nutrition via SCPS 
 
Communication  
I try to pay attention and catch on when a child is upset or frustrated about something and talk to them about it. However, at 
times your child may come home and share these worries and frustrations with you. Please let me know if they are unhappy at 
school and I will try my best to come up with a solution to help them get back in the grove. If they are worrying about something, I 
would love to work with them to resolve the issue so we can get their focus back to academics. Also, please encourage your 
children to talk to me. I can’t help them solve problems if I am unaware there is a problem. My preferred method of 
communication with parents is through email, satterwhitehj@staffordschools.net or by writing in your child’s agenda. If you 
would like a phone or face to face conference, please request it through email or the agenda and I will make it happen. 
 
Newsletters and Website  
Please continue to view the class website and read the newsletters each month. This will provide important information about 
what is going on in our class. 
 
 



Academics 
 
Math  
The students are enjoying learning math through playing math games on Dreambox and Prodigy. These are good programs for 
them to use at home as well. Another great online program that we have begun using in class is Khan Academy. Khan Academy 
works like an online tutor. There are video lessons for all of the math concepts we cover in 5th grade, as well as practice 
problems. Dreambox and Khan Academy can be accessed through the Falmouth webpage by going to Students-Quicklinks-Clever. 
The students are expected to work on these sites independently. I receive online progress reports that inform me how the 
students are performing on these websites. If the parents are helping the child then I may not see that a child needs a concept 
retaught or needs more guidance to help him understand the topic. I also ask that parents do not help with any work that comes 
home. I want to see what your child is capable of on his own. The concepts we will be working on in math this month include: 
 ● Equivalent Fractions  
● Multiplying a proper fraction by a whole number 12 or less  
● Mixed Numbers  
● Improper Fractions  
● Variables  
● Expressions  
● Equations  
● Probability using Sample Space and The Fundamental Counting Principle  
● Please be reviewing multiplication facts with your child each night and asking them to tell you what we did in math each day. 
 
Social Studies  
This month in Social Studies, we will begin a fun independent project on Native Americans. 
 
Science  
This month in Science we will begin the month learning about plant and animal cells. We will then begin our study of matter. 
 
Reading/Writing 
In October, we will focus on identifying theme in a fictional text and main idea and supporting details in a nonfiction text. We will 
also work on plot development and characterization. We will continue to work on reading with fluency and expression.  In writing, 
we will continue to work on revising for strong word choice and using descriptive words. We will also be focusing on when to use 
punctuation to avoid run-on sentences. 
 
Notebooks  
Every child creates a notebook for every subject. I work with them to make these notebooks full of notes and key ideas. I 
encourage students to write in their notebooks using words and pictures. These notebooks are used as study tools for tests and 
SOLs. If they travel home, they MUST come back the following day because we write in them every day. If you ask your child for a 
“Study Guide”, please know that these notebooks, as well as solpass.org are the BEST tools to use. 


